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Having honoured a pledge with his cousin Boz last year to play alongside him for a year at Wyoming, Mr. 
Colin Atkins opted to return to his beloved Mountains club this season with plans to play at a slower pace 
and join an Over 45s team.  Lacking the numbers of a 45s team, he instead found himself in not only a 35s 
team but also in the same division as us.  “You’re going to flog us” he declared pre-season.  Once the fixture 
was set, Boz penciled in a family day to celebrate the first time these cousins would play against each other.  
But was Boz vs Colin the main drawcard or was it Anthony Pagliaricci vs Andrew Kennedy who were 
teammates in back in 1986? Player of the Year vs Most Improved in the U10C’s.  Surely this was the duel 
everyone was coming here for… No, okay … Boz vs Colin then… 
 

 



   
 

Leading up to the big day everything was set: the esky was filled drinks and ice (not the alternate kind 
known in the ‘Ming), the barbie was sorted with a plethora of meat from Singos, and Shorty had even 
prepared some fairy bread.  The only concerns were the forecast of rain and the fears that someone like 
Andy or O’Connor might knock down the gazebo when they took a shot at goal at the clubhouse end.  
Thankfully the dark clouds stayed away, and the gazebo remained intact but one thing we could not escape 
were the chills, it was fricking cold!! 
 
For the first time this season, it was looking like we might have to ask someone in the squad to sit out but 
ultimately Cliff raised his hand - as best he could with his ailing shoulder - to join Brad and Paul on the 
injured list.  Today marked a reunion for Tim and Neale playing alongside each other – we hoped the midweek 
banter on the messenger group would echo onto the field - and Scott Lee finally made his season debut for 
the team.  Someone had to tell Elton we were not playing at the Mountains, so we had everyone at the ground 
at one time.  That opportunity of course called for a team photo!!  Thankfully, Neale oversaw washing the 
jerseys prior to this game so they all looked spick and span courtesy of a good napisan scrub (particularly 
Boz and McG’s) courtesy of some child labour.  Thanks Neale’s kids!!   Thanks also to Boz for washing Andy’s 
socks when they ended up in the wrong bag.  We will forgive Boz for wearing them inappropriately midweek.   
 

 



 
Colin was already copping it from his teammates when he joined the Wyoming team for a pre-game chitchat 
plus, it does not help his cause that his photo ID in the team sheet is of him in his old Wyoming jersey.  He 
and Boz represented their teams for the coin toss.  At least Colin won something that day.  Ooh, spoiler 
alert!! 
 
Not only were we up against the Mountains today but we had to endure another battle with one of our major 
antagonists of the past couple of weeks ... children assistant referees.  Do not get me wrong, it is great to 
have kids turning up to be sideline officials every Saturday, but can someone please teach them the offside 
rule, please!!  Anyway, rant over, moving on… With the Mountains having had back-to-back wins we knew they 
would be a challenge and it took some time to gain the ascendancy.  With McGarvey seemingly taking it easy 
on the bench, O’Connor started up front.  Put through a gap with a nice through ball by Neale, OC calmly 
tapped it past their keeper to take the lead.  OC would be instrumental in the second goal by setting up 
Webb’s first for the year.  A cross from the left saw Webb perfectly positioned in front of goals.  The 
keeper managed a touch but Webby had enough punch to it to find the net.  Most were expecting Brad to 
bench him immediately after that.  It is bad enough when you have a golden boot rivalry trophy between 
you but when you’re injured and cannot get back on the field to even things up, it’s even worse!!   Another 
first for the year… Paudel headed the ball!!   
 
At half time we led 2-0.  We had taken our opportunities up front, but Mountains had controlled the middle.  
As Neale put it, we were playing 5-0-5 at times with a gap in the middle.  We were lucky that Mountains had 
not threatened with too many shots plus we had goalkeeping ace Rob there to block any close chances.    
 
The second half saw enough chances missed – including Elton colliding with Colin rather than get a shot in 
and Andy stacking it on the left flank in front of his old man and some of the upper echelon of Premier 
League – that had two of the boys on the bench ready to step up.  One was McGarvey, ready to test those 
bruised ribs again.  It did not take him long to get into the thick of the action.  Boz sent him on one run and 
after battling three opponents on the right edge of the goals, he flicked it across the goalmouth behind 
Andy who scrambled back, spun around, and slotted it into the net.  McGarvey’s conspiracies of Andy 
deliberately sabotaging his assists was quelled… well for now, anyway.  The second on the bench was Stew.  
Having seen Elton’s missed chance earlier, Stew declared he would have put that away.  Soon after he had 
his chance with a quality cross from McGarvey.  Composed, Stew made no mistake and slotted it away for 
the team’s fourth goal.  It no doubt was the clincher in giving Stew the MVP in the 3-2-1 votes at the end 
of the game despite Brad’s scoffed remarks that he got the 3pts for two “tap-ins”.   There were plenty 
more chances with O’Connor hammering a couple away and Neale hitting the cross bar from the sideline.  
Other chances were marred by bloody Colin conning the assistant referees with offside appeals.  Tsk tsk.  
Up the back, Boz and Mashman were instrumental in minimizing the chances from the Mountains and racked 
up their third consecutive clean sheet and of course, Rob as safe as houses with the gloves.  The win marks 
seven straight but we are still only one point above 2nd placed Ourimbah.   
 

Goals (Assists): O’Connor (McAndrew), Webb (O’Connor), Kennedy (McGarvey), Webb (McGarvey) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FULL-TIME:     4 
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AROUND THE GROUNDS 
The top three of Wyoming, Ourimbah and Killarney continued their winning ways to see a gap forming 
between them and the rest of the pack.  Wyong’s big win over The Entrance sees them jump their opponent 
into the Top 4 again.  Woongarrah had their first victory of the season defeating Gwandalan.  
 
 
 
 

ROUND NINE … 
The big game of the round is Ourimbah (2nd) vs Killarney (3rd) whilst 6th placed Kanwal risk a 8-point gap 
from the top four if they lose to Wyong this weekend.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 


