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MAY 22, 2021   |    vs KILLARNEY (AKA: FOSSILS)   |  ALAN DAVIDSON OVAL 1 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The biggest game of the season thus far, first vs second.  Both undefeated teams locked on 16pts and an 
equal goal differential.  FYI, we would have been ahead if a certain penalty were put away last week or there 
were less offsides / koala killer shots over the past six weeks.  The Fossils might have scored more goals 
so far, but we have conceded less with only four teams - and Fitzy - scoring goals against us.  Today, we 
would have to do it without the injured Brad (confirmed MCL tear) and Paul (calf).  Tim was out due to work 
commitments - we were assured it was nothing personal and that he was not quitting the team after just 
one game; and Geoff was apparently going away – or being rested due to last game’s open goal miss.   On the 
plus side, we got Neale back after missing the Kanwal game … though there were concerns when he turned 
up in the wrong foot attire.  Speaking of missing attire.  Elton had messaged that morning that he might not 
make it due to work commitments.  Brad was quick to realise that Elton had the jerseys.  Anxious phone 
calls and messages ensued but thankfully it was all sorted and Elton would be playing after all.  We also 
welcomed Mark Wallace back for another week on loan. 



 
The other week someone made the mistake of letting Nigel Mead and Amy chat to each other after the 
game.  An hour later they were still sharing their conspiracy theories that the Apollo moon landings were 
faked.  “Brainwashed” is what Nige’s eldest son bemoaned as he endured this.  Today, Mick McGarvey was 
starting to have conspiracy theories of his own – that Andy did not want him tallying up any more goal 
assists.  Early in the first half McG serviced two perfect through balls that left Andy with only the 
goalkeeper to beat.  One was ruled offside (another meddling kid over-zealous with flag waving) and the 
other was knocked over the crossbar!   McG also learnt that you can apparently get ruled offside despite 
being in your own half when the ball is kicked.  It would take until near the end of the first half for fortunes 
to change.  Pairing up with O’Connor, McG flicked it on to Fitzy running down the left edge.  Fitzy’s attempted 
cross was blocked for a corner.  Fitzy’s ensuing corner found O’Connor who flicked it mid-air to Paudel 
loitering near the left edge of the box.  His low shot parted the waves of the defense and rolled beautifully 
into the corner of the net.  Neale tried to claim the assist by declaring he had lured three of the Fossils in 
his direction to open up that gap, nice try buddy.  We could have been up 2-0 when McG and O’Connor made 
a threatening run down the middle in the final minute only for the ref to blow his whistle for half-time, so 
rude!   
 
The second half kicked off after we waited for the kid linesman to hurry back and grab the flag he had 
left in the sheds.  He received an applause upon his return.  As the game resumed, things were going well 
until McGarvey decided to run around a defending player who was shielding the ball as it rolled towards the 
goal line.  The slippery mud and two players battling for the ball soon saw them taking a tumble and 
unfortunately for Mick his ribs took another battering.  Thankfully, they are not broken.  It did spell the 
end of his afternoon though and our attacking chances were limited from there on in.  What ensued was a 
mighty defensive effort as the ball rarely left our half.  Boz and Mashman were again busy leading the 
backline.  Boz tested his ailing back whilst Mashman had to deal with a rolling ankle (the first instance 
happened during the warm-up).  Cliff too battled hard despite injuring his shoulder in the first half.  The 
entire team were putting their bodies on the line – except for Paudel’s head - to keep the Fossils out.  
Mashman even gave the ball a helping hand inside the box at one point but the appeals from the opposition 
went unheard.   
 
As the game neared conclusion, tensions rose, and yellow cards were brandished.  The Fossils’ striker 
somehow avoided one though after a simulated dive inside the box.  After six games of no cards, O’Connor 
(his second if you count his stint with the A’s) and Elton were each shown a yellow for some blatant shoving.  
“Two minutes” yelled Mashman when he consulted the referee for time remaining.  Could we maintain the 
pressure?  Well, thanks to last-ditch efforts from Boz and one final beautiful save from Rob, we could.  The 
final whistle blew and Mashman was proud to have had given their attack a pegging, erm, had their attacking 
attempts pegged for those 80 minutes.  It was scrappy but another gallant effort to now be the only 
undefeated side in the competition!!   A special thanks to Julia who despite suffering back ailments and 
feeling very ordinary, turned up to unravel another mile of strapping tape and get the boys ready for today’s 
game.  Thank you as always and hope you’re feeling better! 
 

Goals (Assists): Paudel (O’Connor) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FULL-TIME:     1 
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AROUND THE GROUNDS 
Wyoming’s victory sees them on top of the table. Ourimbah remains only one point behind them with their 
sixth victory.  Killarney drops to 3rd and The Entrance returns to the Top 4 with a big win over the Wildcats.  
Mountains racked up their second consecutive victory and Toukley got off the bottom with their first win 
of the year, beating Kanwal 3-1.  
 
 
 
 

ROUND EIGHT … 
The game of the round is Wyong (5th) vs The Entrance (4th).  One point separates them.   Meanwhile at the 
bottom of the ladder, it’s 9th (Woongarrah) vs 10th (Gwandalan). 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


