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Up against the undefeated Ourimbah, and last year's runners-up, this was to be our biggest test yet. Alarm

bells started to ring mid-week when it was announced that a chunk of our center midfield would be missing
with Mashman (stomach issues) and O'Connor (family duties) unavailable and Luca still not quite ready for
his comeback. Neale survived a scare from the club treasurer informing him he hadn't paid rego, but this
was promptly fixed when he consulted his financial advisor, aka the wife. On the plus, Brad "Iron Man"
Avery was good to go despite the ankle knock last week and we welcomed back Geoff Milham, ready to give
those quads - and the esky - a good test. Five of the boys had survived a training session on Thursday
evening against the U21s with their pride intact. They may have lost 17 to 4 but secured about five corners,
that makes it about even, right? Even Andy survived a sledging from Boz who only got halfway through it
before being rudely interrupted by the ball coming his way and he needed to focus on scoring a goal!



Whatever happened out there today we would at least be looking sharp with crisply pressed jerseys
prepared by Cliff and/or the Kroemer household. Fitzy has declared this is the new standard, so look out,
he will be keeping an “eye" on this! Andy thankfully had not put on his when he kneeled in dog shit whilst
getting ready. Was this an accident or a tactic to keep the opposition away and/or avoid teammate
collisions? If the latter, it did not prevent him from running into Stew towards the end of the game. Either
way, it made sense in the end when Boz told Andy he was being benched to start the game because he's shit.
Other than a no show from Elton, most of the team turned up early - even Paudel arrived on time! Kudos to
Fitzy for parking on the side of the road rather than the carpark to avoid getting bogged like he did last
year. We also received a boost of confidence when it was announced that O'Connor was in fact turning up.
Luckily, we'd put him on the team sheet just in case.

O'Connor was quickly inserted into the starting line-up in the middle with McGarvey with Ashton up front
and Paudel placed in the holding midfield. Despite starting further back, it didn't take McGarvey long to
find the net. Dispossessing the opposition - and therefore giving himself his own assist (bloody hog!l) - McG
looked to have gone the wrong way when aiming up but did an about furn and calmly put us in front, a most
welcome start to the game. Ashton threatened up front with some close chances, but it was O'Connor who
came closest in increasing the lead with a shot that shook the goal frame as it slammed the crossbar.

The game had that eerie feeling that at same point Ourimbah would equalise. They were a more structured
team than us but we kept doing just enough. Boz and Brad were a fortress as the last line of defence and
on the flanks "wrecking ball” Geoff and Lawesy kept them frustrated. Our attacking chances took a hit in
the second half when McGarvey went down with a rib injury. The surrounding players and referee retreated
with quick haste as he shouted as if demonically possessed. "Shut Up and let me breathel!!”. He couldn't
escape crucifix-clad Julia though who eventually got him to his feet just as Ourimbah were asking the
referee if they could remove him themselves. A second goal for us would seem vital in securing the three
points but seemed a more difficult task without our leading goal scorer who has put away 8 goals so far this
season. Not to fear, Paudel was here. Starting from a throw-in, Andy threw it to Fitzy charging towards
him. He tapped it back fo Andy whose less-favoured right foot hit sent it high into the middle. Stew and
a defender both tried to ground it and when the ball did hit the surface, Jay was there to slot it past the
keeper and give us a nice two-goal buffer.

That buffer looked to be in jeopardy soon after when Ourimbah got a solid hit away. Bound for the top
corner of the net, it looked certain to put them onto the board but .. they were robbed. Robbed by Rob
our keeper who leaped towards it and timed his swinging arm to perfection. He knocked it into the side
post and out of harm's way. Pure class! He then punched the ball out for the ensuing corner. It was that
passage of play that not only inspired the team to keep their heads up and keep fighting for that ball but
the catalyst for Rob picking up the 3pts in Player's Player votes today. The Tigers continued to dig in for
those ensuing minutes, kept a clean sheet, and gave Ourimbah their first defeat of the season. An ugly win
yes but a mighty effort, nevertheless. Next week, we face our biggest challenge yet and I don't mean the
currently undefeated Wyong, but Jay Paudel has the jerseys to wash. Will he turn up to the game before
kick off??

Goals (Assists): McGarvey (McGarvey), Paudel (Kennedy)

FULL-TIME:
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PLAYER™S PLAYER

3PTS - MALONE
1.5 PTS - BOHRINGER
1.5 PTS - KROEMER

AROUND THE GROUNDS

Wyoming jumped to the top of the table with their victory over Ourimbah who dropped to fourth spot;
Killarney and Wyong continued their undefeated runs with wins over cellar dwellers Mountains and
Gwandalan; Kanwal dropped two points from the Top 4 by being held to a 3-3 draw by Woongarrah; The
Entrance jumped to 5™ with a win over Toukley.

ROUND FIVE..

It's a six-horse race at the moment as the bottom four teams have yet to pick up a win. The divide could
get wider this weekend with teams placed 3™ to 6™ taking on 7™ t0 10™. The game of the round is 15" placed
Wyoming taking on 2" placed Wyong.
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