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The rain that morning prompted O’Connor to message Andy about whether we would be called off.  No day 
off today buddy, we had a home game to play up against Gwandalan whom we had never played before.  A 
couple of years back they were strong in two divisions.  They finished last in the CN comp but regardless 
we did not know what to expect.  “Prepare to be hacked” was the only advice.  We had fifteen available for 
today’s hack, erm, game.  Shorty (knee injury, awaiting scans); Luca (cracked ribs, out for 4-6 weeks); Paudel 
(lawn mowing or a trip to Sydney, who knows); and Scott Lee were unavailable.  Paul and Elton were available 
for their first games of the season and making his debut, Robert Malone in goals.  Rob showed his mettle 
early on with some impressive saves.    
    



We had a great chance to take the lead when O’Connor stormed through the backline only for his shot to 
veer wide of the right post … And another soon after veered wide of the left post … and another that 
narrowly missed the left post.  Rather than recalibrate further, he opted for quality service instead.  
McGarvey had a couple of early chances and after getting caught in the middle with not even a shot away, 
he did something different for his next run .. he passed it!!  After O’Connor sent him through a gap, 
McGarvey perfectly tapped it across goals to Paul at the far post who coolly and calmly slotted it into the 
net.  Boz almost made it two with a header from a corner that sailed over the crossbar and Andy hit the 
woodwork with a curling corner kick, but the boys finished the half with a narrow one-nil lead.  Of note, 
Cliff (ala the cliff notes, sorry I could not resist) had an excellent first half along the right edge.   
 
The second half saw a myriad of attacking chances and thankfully three paid off.  The first came from a 
strong tackle in the middle of the park to Stew.  He tapped it onto Neale who sliced it through to McGarvey 
who finished it nicely. Neale was quick to alert Andy that this was an assist for the book.  Noted.  The third 
came from a wayward cross by McGarvey.  Before Andy could turn back to get to it, a Gwandalan defender 
got a foot to it and kindly drilled it into the net.  McGarvey was quick to claim that assist.  Up the other 
end, Fitzy seemingly felt bad for Gwandalan giving us an own goal, so he gave them one with a header across 
goals that curled into the net instead, oops.  Now apparently there are fines for missed penalties (even with 
drone footage evidence to dispute); foul throw-ins; cards (now yet after two games… do we count O’Connor’s 
in the A’s last week?) and own goals.  Fitzy was adamant he was not paying no f*#king fine though.  We will 
see if Amy can sneak behind him at some point and scan his credit card.   
 
Andy had several chances.  One hit the underside of the crossbar with claims from teammates that it 
crossed the line (not this again!!)  and another beat the keeper’s fingertips only to be headed away by a 
defender on the backline.  His worst was a right footer attempt that had Luca concerned that a koala might 
have been killed.  O’Connor, who thankfully did not take the advice of an opposition player to take some 
valium, never eased off the throttle as he threatened their backline constantly.  He would ultimately have 
to settle with an assist feeding McGarvey his second goal and the team’s fourth.  Elton was put up front for 
the final minutes.  Not sure why he headed his attacking chance towards the girl guides hall though.   
 
Tensions flared when a player with ‘Dodge’ written on the back of his jersey failed to do just that when 
battled Boz for the ball.  As he lay there clutching his shoulder, his teammates called for us to kick it out.  
This took a while to be obliged. Was it their Northern Coastal accents?  dogged defiance?  According to 
Neale, neither.  He argued this is being D-grade, we do not know how to kick the ball properly and despite 
aiming for the sideline, it just wasn’t happening.  Mystery solved.  Gwandalan did get the final goal of the 
game. 
 
Last but not least, Ryan Lawes.  He had an outstanding game up the back and was rewarded with the Player’s 
Player 3pts for today … and a complimentary can of beer.  On the injury front a few players limped their 
way off.  Paul (calf), Andy (calf, inflicted by a collision with O’Connor), Geoff (quads), Cliff (foot) and 
Mashman (groin).  Rest up boys and hope to see you back next week.  Most concerning of all, we have learnt 
that at least four players in this team support the Parramatta Eels!!  What is going on here.  It used to be 
dominated Manly supporters, we’d plucked this weed only for this to happen.  Dark times!!  
 

Goals (Assists): Ashton (McGarvey), McGarvey (McAndrew), Own Goal (McGarvey), McGarvey 
(O’Connor) 
 
 

 

FULL-TIME:     4 
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