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Game One.  Up against last year’s premiers who knocked us out in the semifinal as this very ground.  There 
was no need to sit out any players from our squad of 19 with Elton, Scott, Paul, and Malone all absent and 
Paudel… well he just did not turn up.  This allowed us to borrow Bech as keeper and give Neale a run.  Boz 
had the game planned all sorted including subs rotation; Amy had the bank card swipe machine (kudos to 
Shorty for the idea) ready to extract ref fees and esky payments; and Julia had a few miles worth of 
strapping tape.  Nerves were high particularly for Geoff who said he had done five shits that morning, TMI!!   
 
With McGarvey running late, O’Connor started up front and had a couple of chances.  The best of the early 
strikes though came from Shorty who had made a darting run before getting the shot away.  It came as a 
cost as he heard a crack or a pop in his knee and limped off the field.  He tested it twice more but no good.  



Specialist Knee surgeons Fitzy and Flanno were sure to give their expert diagnosis to Julia much to her 
chagrin.  Luca too was in the wars.  With off-season concerns of his own troubling knee, it was his ribs that 
took a knock - turned out to be a crack so he is out for at least a month.  Andy had a head collision with one 
of their backs.  The latter came off second best retiring soon after on the sideline with an egg-shaped lump 
on his bandaged forehead.  Andy was fine.  Julia looked at it and assessed no damage as there was nothing 
inside the skull.  Touché.   
 
Boz counted ten from last year’s squad in our opposition’s line-up.  The was no Zwaanswijk – not that he 
played in the three games we had against them last year – but they did have another former Mariner on the 
team sheet, Damien Brown, and he did turn up.  Thankfully, he stayed up in their backline for most of the 
game.  Boz won a good battle against him when he did take a run upfront.  The Entrance had a couple of good 
chances forcing Bech to make some solid saves early on.  They had one goal ruled offside but soon enough 
were on the scoreboard.  Bech was instrumental in bringing parity.  A long clearance saw O’Connor head it 
forward in McGarvey’s direction who, taking his time, curled in the opposite corner of the net.    
 
The second half remained a stalemate.  We had several good chances, but some hard-fought runs ended in 
shots without venom or accuracy.  Neale came the closest with a solid free kick.  Geoff fought hard down 
the right flank and Lawesy made some good defensive decisions on the left.  Ultimately it was Boz and Brad 
who commanded proceedings at the back, a combination that was sorely missing in last year’s semifinal.  All 
in all not a bad hit out for the first round against strong competition.  McG and OC backed up for the A's 
to help steer them to a 4-1 win.  OC made us all nervous when he picked up a yellow card for mouthing off 
at the ref.   
 
A huge thanks to Steve Bech for helping and great to see Neale back to playing football after a two-year 
hiatus.  Special thanks to Flanno and Nige for making the trip out to report.  When Katrina heard that Nige 
was coming to watch she was quick to warn him, “don’t you dare register”. 
 
Goals (Assists): McGarvey (O’Connor) 
 
 

 

FULL-TIME:    1 
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