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MEDIA RELEASE 

FIRST FOOTBALL CLUB ON THE COAST TO ADOPT SAFE ALCOHOL ATTITUDE

Wyoming Football Club is the latest of 45 clubs on the Central Coast to commit to a family-friendly sporting club life. The club recently had its Level 1 Accreditation approved in the Australian Drug Foundation’s (ADF) Good Sports Program by implementing practices to help with the better management of alcohol issues.
Good Sports is a nationwide program that assists clubs with the responsible management of alcohol.  It helps to break the link between alcohol and club profits and in the process guide clubs to a healthier and safer future.  It also makes the club a more attractive place to be for families.

“It’s great that community sporting clubs are accepting a leadership role and are committed to the responsible management of alcohol.  This program is a ‘win-win’ for everyone.  Clubs grow and prosper, the communities are safer places and the club is a more attractive place to be for players, spectators and volunteers,” says Good Sports Project Officer Shane Alvisio. “Wyoming is the first football club on the Coast to take the initiative and they should be congratulated for leading the way within the Central Coast Football Association”.
To achieve Level 1 Accreditation, a sporting club has to ensure that there are controls and policies in regard to alcohol being consumed on club premises or at off-site club functions in a responsible manner. 

“Community attitudes to alcohol have changed. Sporting clubs are now expected to show a duty of care for their members, or they face greater risks of legal action being taken as a result of alcohol-related incidents. The program is not about trying to 'dry up' clubs. It aims to help clubs implement responsible alcohol management practices,” says Wyoming Soccer Club President Murray Peck.

The creation of family-friendly environments and the promotion of inclusive social activities is also an ideal strongly supported by the Gosford City Council, who sponsor the Good Sports program in their local government area.

The Good Sports program and message in Gosford is proudly supported by the Gosford City Council, the Mingara Recreation Club and NSW Sport and Recreation. Congratulations to all involved at Wyoming Football Club for getting on board.

Further information:
Visit the Good Sports website on www.goodsports.com.au 
Or contact Good Sports Central Coast – Shane Alvisio.  0410 044 205 – s.alvisio@hotmail.com
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Background:

The Good Sports Program has more than 1,700 participating sports clubs across Australia. It aims to help sporting clubs manage alcohol responsibly and reduce alcohol related problems such as binge and underage drinking, as well as drink driving.

It was initiated after evidence came to light that community-based sports clubs contribute to alcohol problems by accepting and promoting excessive drinking and providing inappropriate role models for young people. A study by the Australian Drug Foundation of more than 500 young people found that more than 30% of 13-17 year olds had participated in unsupervised drinking at a sports club, and 51% of drinkers at sports clubs are consuming alcohol at harmful or hazardous levels.

Other Useful Information

· High risk consumption of alcohol in local sporting clubs is common and dangerous.  The 2003 Alcohol Summit found that community sporting clubs are responsible for some of NSW’S highest incidences of binge drinking, underage drinking and drink driving.

· Research from the Centre for Youth Drug Studies has found that:

· Non-Good Sports Clubs have higher alcohol consumption

· Non-Good Sports Clubs have higher underage drinking rates

Good Sports works to change behaviours associated with high level intoxication such as violence and drink driving as well as long term health diseases[image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
